MORE GREEN IN THE CITIES IS THE ANSWER TO THE MODERN LIFESTYLE  OF  

PEOPLE WHO LIVES IN THE NETHERLANDS.

Lecture Mr. Bert Gijsberts, Member of the board of the Dutch Green Forum,

on the VII Allpolisch Conference Warsaw, 24th of august 2006.

Good afternoon ladies and gentleman , it is for my an honour to be here on your 

VII Allpolisch Conference in Warsaw dedicated to greenery in cities.

The conference is a part of your international exhibition “Green is Life”

This thema dictated also in our country a part the future of live styles.

In this lecture I will tell you about the progress of thinking in Holland about the

modern and different way of  thinking concerning green.

The Green City concept brings relations between green with other social and public affairs together.

In our business it brings also landscapers, nurserymen’s,architects , gardeners  and

greenery specialists from the government together.

Even in our country is this movement  from working together very good for the real quality of greenery in our cities.

For foreigners, the Netherlands has always been a place of polders, dikes, windmills and 

a lot of tulips.

And of course the famous and pleasant city of Amsterdam with the canals and very old

buildings.

Al these things are even in the 21 centenary still there, but the Dutch Landscape has changed quite a lot.

In the last 25 years the change of the agriculture, the industry and the urbanisation was

very impressive.

Cities  and villages take up ever more space, but the new nature is also expanding, alongside the

old landscape of heaths, polders and meandering rivers.

Good farmland has changed in new living areas , recreation  areas and off course a lot off

business and industrial areas.

In the year 1970 , 8% of the surface off the Netherlands was urbanised area.

In the year 2000 , 12 % of the surface was urbanised.

And then off course the enormous growing traffic, with all the environment problems.

A modern and economic strong country with more than 16 million inhabitants needs 

to day a lot of effort in order to make cities where the real Dutchman and the thousands of

other people all of the world says: a nice place to live!

Above the flat Dutch landscape , above all this nature, old and new cities, there is the same enormous classic Dutch open blue sky.

For the development of more greenery in the Dutch cities the politics of the local government

bring “dark cloud’s”at the moment.

The economy problems the last few  years in Holland had means less money for green projects . By example not enough green  with high quality in the living area around houses.
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A Good action , promotion of our speciality ,working together and of  course a better economy

are the conditions for a better position of greenery in cities.

In the” Dutch Green Forum” a lot of organisations work together to promote and  develop

new and modern thinking about greenery in the cities.

Plant Publicity Holland is one of the prominent members.

You can visit this organisation on the exhibition “Green is life”in this expo centre.

The name “Green City” is a good label for the better development of greenery in the Netherlands.

In the Dutch Green Forum are working together : the organization for green officials in cities,

the Dutch landscapers association , the nursery organisations, green advisors, tree organisations,

the ministry of environment, housing associations, plant propaganda Holland, the national ANWB, and a lot of private companies.

In the two years of activities we have made a good  progress.

Of course you must know that every partner organisation has invested for years and years

in activities of the own organization. Working together on this theme is the surplus value.

The development of housing production is in the Netherlands a combination of private construction companies, housing corporations , financiers and the local government.

They are the partners who are very interested in the environment of the building investments.

Quality of greenery makes the difference for the choice where people will live.

Working together means that the items like:

-health & green

-living & green

-working& green

-recreation & green

-safety & green,

makes a very important part of the deal by modern urban development.

We think the next years the cities and the market is ready for  this.

I think know is the time to invest in a better co-orperation between landscape architects,

tree-nurseryman, landscapers and gardeners.

Whit the  total knowledge of all the partners together it must be possible to development

greenery with an high standard.

“The right tree on the right place” takes also an investment in each other knowledge.

Its also very important that by the project designs  the maintenance for several years can be

arranged. 

The last decennia it was in a lot of Dutch cities normal to invest in some greenery, but they forget to spend enough money a several years fort the maintenance.

I think that you can guess what kind of results you can see in the neighbourhoods. 

What have we done in the Netherlands the last few years:

Ladies and gentleman, I give you a short  list of activities.

The Entante Florale competition is a competition for cities who will show the quality of the greenery and city development .

The yearly winner is a good example for the promotion of the “Green City”concept.

Good examples make people enthusiastic, even in my country.

Together with the Entante Florale  organisation we have organized a national congress about 

more greenery with quality in the cities.

A  lot of inspectors and greenery specialist from cities and health organisations where there.
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We make with the partners of Green Forum a fact sheet about the property value.

A part of the development is to make a model for the higher value of houses, when there is

more greenery with a high quality level.

In the Netherlands the value of houses is in a very good and green area about  4% to 33% 

more then the same house in a street without any greenery.

That means inhabitants discuss more and more with the local government about the quality,

because they know that a high greenery quality means a stable price of their  home. 

Together with the city of Almere we started with a project “greenery in the neighbourhood”.

An important part of that project will be the judge by the people how they think of the greenery in the neighbourhood.

In november last year we hold an inquiry  by a lot of occupant.

In oktober this year we renovate a part of the greenery, and in 2008 whe ask the occupants again

what is your  judgement now after the renovation.

That means is there an improvement of the well-being in this part of Almere. 

The Green Forum is partner by the international Urban Design fair in Amsterdam.

Here all the green partners demonstrate the interest of green in citiebuilding.

When greenery specialist have an important part of the production its means a higher 

environment quality now and in the future.

Last year and this year we had  a very good  project:                                                                        In may we have in the Netherlands the National Day of Parks.

A lot of activities shall be organised in parks in more than 30 different cities.

The items Health and Green and Recreation and Green are on this day the important parts.

In 2005 the head theme of the Green Forum was Green en Health.

This  theme is for us as greenery specialist a modern way to convince people about the importance of greenery.

Greenery is good for the health of  all of us.

When we considering the health issues in cities, making optimum use of green spaces in and around the city for the health of the local population is self-evident.

There are various polical priorities; I will mention some:

· Stimulating extreme green:  introduction of greenery at special places in the public area,

like roof gardens.

· Improving accessibility: stimulating the use of greenery in parks and other places.

· Using greenery preventively: stimulating more sports and playgrounds and groves

for children.

· Using greenery to cure and care: the existing green resources can be utilezed better for

activities and programmes that help to promote health.

Greenery and nature are elements that influence the health of local population, and by working together with other sectors- such as welfare, health care, culture, sport and environment- they

can contribute to local prevention policies.

Prevention is not only better, but often also cheaper than cure.

Should greenery be playing a greater role in health care and the design of the urban environment?

On a national congress of the Dutch Green Forum in Utrecht this was  the central theme.
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a Big problem in some parts in Europe and also Holland is the air quality.

The European committee and the Dutch government has proclaim a lot of necessary 

orders in council.

That means that we try to convince the government and decision makers that more and better greenery is a good decision.  Green improves air quality.

More European knowledge of this theme is very important. Maybe also a good project for the universities together with nursery and landscape partners in Poland.

This year is the  theme for the congress in  Utrecht of Green Forum  “Working and Green”.

The quality of business area is very important.

It means a higher value of real estate, a better working climate, a nice place to stay  etc etc.

Different important lectures are a part of this interesting congress in november this year.

There are different projects were partners in a good way of corporation  working on a 

better quality of the green environment .

Real bad  bad places were renovate. Greenery makes cities more livable.

To spend more euro,s in greenery is a good investment is one of the conclusions.

In my business as Landscaper it is very important to innovate and corporate with architects,

nurseries and international partners.

The national organisations working togheter.

Ladies and gentleman we have a lot of activities in the Netherlands, and its necessary to

convince the local and national government.

Whe hope that local and national council members will make the function and quality of greenery an item for the elections.

Every euro we invest in greenery is an investment in the quality of live of our children!!

At least, Europe and what we are doing together.

A hundred years ago every twentieth inhabitant in Europe lived in a city.

Today ladies and gentleman it is already every third.

As a European consequence of this development,  nature and green areas were forced back to make space for urbanisation like in the Netherlands.

The theme The Green City must be high on the agenda of European politics and the

partners in green business in all the European countries.

I think this congress and your activities is a good part of the deal.

We have in Europe already some organisations who are active in Europe and Brussel.

I will mention a few by example:

ELCA,The European Landscape Contractors Association , the organisation in Europe from

44000 organized landscapers in 14 countries in Europe.

That employed approx 280.000 Europeans.

IFPRA, The International Federation of Park and Recreation Administration.

Ifpra is a non profit organisation with members from the national professional bodies

Representing parks, recreation, culture, leisure, greenery and so on.

The activities are world wide , with a strong membership in Europe.
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I think we must work together in Europe on all the greenery themes.

Good practice open the eyes and the exchange of knowledge is a good investment.

This years  we have the chance of a live time to create European Green Value.

I have mention a few examples  in my lecture.

Now I will show you shortly some photo’s of projects in the Netherlands.

(CR ROM with foto’s)

Ladies and Gentleman,

Thank you very much for your attention.

Good luck with your business and corporation with greenery partners,

and a very good exhibition these days.

Warsaw, 24e of august  2006.

Mr Bert Gijsberts.
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